
On April 5, 1944, in his own words: “Our group was strafing aerodromes near Berlin. We had left 
one drome behind with many burning Ju-88’s on the ground when another was sighted, so we went 
in to attack it. There were five Ju-88’s parked wing-tip to wing-tip along the perimeter track, so 
I opened fire on them. The first one burst into flame and there were strikes all over the others, so 
I picked a big-assed Me-323 to shoot at next. Just as I opened fire and began to see some results, 
tracers flashed past my cockpit and my Mustang was hit. Leaving the aerodrome behind I climbed 
to 1,000 ft. and tried to get the engines running again but had no luck so decided to get out. Had lost 
altitude down to 400 ft. when I finally shoved the stick forward and bunted my way out of the a/c. 
The chute opened just in time to carry me over a fence and deposit my carcass in a field surrounded 
by many members of the “Super Race” -- including one blonde fraulein on a bicycle.” He spent the 
next thirteen months as a POW. 

Victories: 24.25; 19.5 air, 4.75 ground. He earned the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal, and many other decorations. Duane was promoted to Lt. Col. 
after the war and died of a brain tumor 15 Feb 1947. He is interred at Arlington National Cemetery

Duane W. Beeson
Born 1921 at Boise, Idaho. Duane enlisted 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1941, 
assigned to RAF 71st “Eagle” Squadron, later 
transferred to 334th Squadron, 4th FG/8th 
USAAF. Nicknamed “Bee”, he decorated his 
aircraft as “Boise Bee.” Beeson was one of 
the few 4th FG pilots to achieve real suc-
cess in the P-47, scoring 12+ victories in 
the Thunderbolt. He was promoted to CO of 
the 334th Squadron on March 15, 1944. He 
scored his remaining kills in a P-51 Mustang. 
Like Dick Bong, Beeson was a consist-
ent fighter pilot, scoring single (or double) 
victories many times. From May 18, 1943 
through April 5, 1944, Major Beeson shot 
down German planes on 15 different occa-
sions, scoring most heavily in early 1944 
over Germany itself. All but one of his kills 
were against single-engine fighters (FW-190s 
and Bf-109s). 

HR P47c/d QP*B ‘Boise Bee’ of Maj.Duane Beeson, 334thFS
4thFG at Debden in 1943.
This is based on Chompy’s brilliant HR Razorback, so enor-
mous
thanks go to him.
The skin has been made from my original profile images and
uses noseart images made by the ORIGINAL
artist from all those years ago, S/sgt Don Allen, a ground
crewman from Debden at the time.
After researching these pilots and their AC for this series, I
have now been led to making a series of P51D
Mustangs as a direct continuation of what the 4th FG flew,
look out for them soon. DeanH OPB


